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Abstract: Speaking is productive skill. Speaking as a skill which enables us to produce utterance, when 

genuinely communicative. Compare with other language skills of second language, speaking is considered 

to be most difficult to acquire. In language teaching, there are some problems in improving students` 

speaking skill, especially in English. The problems are the lack of teachers' ability in teaching speaking 

and the shyness of students to speak in English. The purpose of this study is to know that whether the use 

of pair work can improve the students` ability in speaking English and their productivity in expressing 

ideas through pair work strategy. The data are from the students by given oral test. The test divided into 

two types, namely pre-test and post-test. The pre-test is the speaking test given before treatment. The 

second test  is post-test namely a speaking test through pair work. The results of the quantitative analysis 

of the data revealed two categories of speaking problem, i.e. problems related to the students` self-

confidence in speaking and the teacher (keeping, controlling and helping students to make on effective 

activities to improve students` speaking ability). 

 
Keywords: Pair work, Speaking ability, Speaking English.  

INTRODUCTION 

Language can not be separated from human life because all aspects of  human life are 

related to language. By using language, someone can express his or her ideas, thoughts and 

feelings as well as get information. Without language it is impossible for someone to interact 

with others perfectly. We cannot deny that mastering speaking is not easy, so learners need extra 

efforts to master the skill. Speaking skill has become the most prioritized because it involves 

active ability to speak, i.e., producing spoken English rather than just receiving or reading 

(Jalaluddin, 2022). The same that other opinion, Speaking skill as the leaner`s ability to produce 

spoken English, not just listen or read in a way that is meaningful and communicative (Syafii, 

2019). In language teaching, there are some problems in improving students` speaking skill, 

especially in English. The problems are the lack of teachers' ability in teaching speaking and the 

shyness of students to speak in English. Therefore, English teacher are demanded to be more 

creative in presenting their lessons.  

There have been some researches carried out or conducted research about language 

learning and teaching. For instance, Li Hui (2020) reported that there are some problems faced 

by the students and teachers in teaching and learning process. Firstly, the text books chosen as 

teaching materials in the speaking class were long sentence-based stories without providing any 

communicative or meaningful activities to prompt the students` speaking ability. Secondly, the 

speaking class was teacher centered. It was the teacher who did most of their talk. The teacher 

often conveyed the content or knowledge of the text book to the students without letting the 

students make their own practice. Thirdly, the students were reluctant to speak in the speaking 

class. Fourthly,  because of the environment condition and also because the English language has 

different grammar structure from Indonesia, it was not easy for the students to speak it as fluently 

as their native language. In addition, Wayan (2018) also found some problems in teaching and 

learning process especially in speaking skill. In some cases they perhaps know about some 
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vocabulary that they needs to express about some information or expression but they afraid to 

make mistake in pronunciation or structure or they feel shy to their friend when do a mistake. In 

the other cases they know about structure but they have limited vocabulary. The last is that the 

teacher dominates the teaching activity using Indonesian so it cannot increase students’ speaking 

skill. From all statements above it can be concluded that there are three major causal problems in 

teaching and learning speaking. First, the difficulty in the determination of the materials in 

teaching and learning process. Second, the lack of students` self-confidence in speaking English. 

Third, the lack of students` knowledge in grammar and vocabulary. 

However, these reports are not convinced because they just focus on identifying the 

problems of the students faced in teaching and learning process. Their reports might have been 

more useful if they had provided adequate explanation for some important efforts required to 

solve the reported problems. Briefly, such an explanation would be very useful for teachers to 

design a good and effective strategy in teaching to improve English learning outcomes at junior 

high school because the teachers are not only informed the problems faced by the students in 

teaching and learning process, but also given solution to made good English atmosphere in 

classroom to improve students’ English speaking ability at junior high school. 

To make successful teaching learning activities, especially in improving students' ability 

in speaking, the researcher have to find a good and effective strategy in teaching speaking namely 

pair work. Pair work is one of teaching strategy which can be used in teaching speaking to 

improve students' speaking skill. It means that the students working together in pairs. In pair 

work the students working together to finish their assignment in pairs and solve the problems in 

studying speaking. With using this strategy, we can make students more active and braver to 

speak in English. It can also make the students able to act in different situations. Burns (1997 : 

43) stated that language learning is a dynamic and creative process. As teacher, we strive to create 

authentic situation inside the language classroom the language domains. So, in teaching and 

learning process the teachers need to design an effective strategy in teaching to improve students` 

speaking ability. To support the statement above, Michel, et al., (2009) stated that the passive 

method may not be the most effective way for students to learn. Similarly, Michel and Colleagues 

(2009) stated that students in the “active” course were better at learning and memorizing course 

material than students in the “passive” course. 

As a result, this study provides one of teaching strategy, namely pair work to makes the 

students active in produce word. Four lessons of teaching  materials have been tried out to a 

number of the first year students at SMPN 2 Saluputti and resulted in the students` speaking skills 

improvement. The researcher believe that pair work strategy can be used by other English 

teachers to make an affective teaching and learning activities in order to improve students` 

speaking ability. In addition, the main advantage of pair work strategy is improve the students` 

self-confidence in speaking. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Pair work started getting attention of educationist in the 70s. In 70s educationists were 

concerned about increasing teacher talking time in language classes. During the 1980s and 1990s 

the development of communicative language teaching brought an important change in the role of 

students (Nunan & Lamb 1996). Working together is worthwhile as “pair work immediately 

increase the amount of students talking time” (Harmer, 1991). Researchers are convinced that the 

students who take the initiative in learning learn more things and learn better than those who sit 

at the feet of teachers passively waiting to be taught (Knowles as cited in Hedge, 2000). 

Researchers reported that it is a source of intrinsic motivation for students as working in pair is 

fun for them. It provides the students with the opportunity to communicate with each other to 

share “suggestions, insights, feedback about successes, and failures” Researchers also claim that 

a teacher’s dominance in class makes it dull and it kills the students’ interests (Kundo & Tutto, 
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1989). Traditionally the teacher method is used by the teachers for teaching English. The classes 

are overcrowded and teacher student interaction is rare. In fact, here the teacher acts like a dictator 

not a facilitator. 

However knowing a subject is one thing and teaching it is another. Teachers who are not 

trained cannot teach effectively as they do not know the techniques of teaching. Tiberius (1995) 

was of the opinion that pair work can fail due to several reasons; he mentioned students being 

exam oriented, teachers’ authoritative role in class and their lack of interest due to incompetence 

to handle pair work. In addition, Weaver and Hybles (2004) believed that “all the students do not 

like discussions, some find them boring and time consuming”. Although it is during pair work 

that a lot of real learning takes place since the students can use language really to communicate 

with one another. There are a number of causes of difficulty for teachers, which include the 

adaptation of new textbooks, the introduction of pedagogical reforms that teachers have not been 

trained to implement and the new teacher-learner relationship in the classroom.  

There are some previous researches which had examined speaking strategy that the 

teachers used in teaching and learning process. Efrizal (2012), for example, conducted a research 

on improving students’ speaking through communicative language teaching method at Mts Ja-

alhaq, Sentot Ali Basa Islamic Boarding School of Bengkulu, Indonesia. In his study, the 

researcher used one strategy in improving students` speaking ability namely communicative 

language teaching method. During teaching and learning process of CLT, students are hoped to 

communicate orally and conquer all components of communicative competence and teacher is 

being motivator, assessor, facilitator, and corrector during students discussion or speaking in 

front of the class. It means this strategy make students more active and braver to speak in English. 

However, learning activities in CLT focuses on real oral communication with variety of language 

without to focus on form of grammatical patterns. As we know that, communicative proficiency 

involves knowledge and application of grammar and use of appropriate vocabulary of the 

language to convey meanings in a socially acceptable way. Grammar is the base of English 

language. English especially as a second or a foreign language is not acquired naturally; 

instruction and structured learning are important. Through grammar, an ESL learner learns how 

to operate at the sentence level and studies the governance of the syntax or word orders that are 

the rule of the game in the language and it cannot be denied that if one hopes to acquire and use 

English language accurately and fluently, grammar learning is necessary. 

The results of this study not only clarify the usefulness of this strategy in improving 

students` oral communication, but also find a good and effective strategy in teaching speaking. 

This strategy can activated teaching and learning process, because this strategy can help the 

students to develop their self confidence, working in pair encourage the students to be more 

concentrate on the lesson, and the students will interesting learning. In addition, pair work 

encourages the students to share their ideas and knowledge. It trains the students to work together. 

In this case, the students who have higher level skill can help the lower on. Therefore, this strategy 

can help teachers to design a good and effective strategy in teaching speaking so that students` 

speaking ability achieved. 

METHODOLOGY 

In this study, pre-experimental research design was used to construct this study. The 

design of the pre-experiment is critical for the validity of the results. Check whether the groups 

are different before the treatment starts and the effect of the treatment. There were 124 students. 

In taking of the sample in this research, it used purposive sampling. The sample was the students 

have had a pair work. There were 12 students. In this research, the writer used a test as the 

instrument to collect data. It was given to the students to know their ability in speaking. The test 

was divided into two types, namely pre-test and post-test. The pre-test was the speaking test given 

before treatment. In this test, the students talking about the topic in the class. The second test  was 



CAKRAWALA BAHASA 
Jurnal Ilmiah Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris 

e-ISSN: 2808-3415 
Vol. 14 (2) Edisi Oktober 2025 

 
  
 

61 

 

post-test, namely a speaking test through pair work. 

In this research, there are three procedures that the researcher has to do to collected data. 

First, the researcher gave the students pre-test. In this stage, the researcher explained what the 

students are going to do. The purpose of this test is to find out the students` speaking ability 

before treatment. Second, the researcher treated each pair. After that, the researcher give the 

material related to speaking which they have to talk with their partner and the researcher ask 

some pairs one by one to retell what they have done in front of the class. Third, the researcher 

give post-test. It was purpose to find out the students’ speaking ability after giving explanation 

and practice about the strategy. In analyzed data, during the research, the researcher recorded all 

activities in the class research and scoring students using three components in speaking test by 

Heaton (1988;100).  

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Findings 

By paying attention to the procedure to collect data, the writer would like to flatten the 

result of the data observed where has been stated in the technique in collecting data. In learning 

speaking by using pair work strategy, it showed there was improvement to students’ ability. 

Students’ speaking skill consisted of three components, such as, accuracy, fluency and 

comprehensibility. In Pre-Test, students’ ability classified as inadequate criteria. It can be shown 

that the average of students’ speaking ability in pre-test was 1.72 (table 1) and the percentages of 

the students` accuracy classified as inadequate classification (table 2), students` fluency classified 

as inadequate and inacceptable classification (table 3), and students` comprehensibility classified 

as inadequate and inacceptable classification (table 4). Whereas, students’ ability in post-test 

leaded into good criteria (average score: 3.47) (table 5), which the percentages of component of 

students’ speaking evaluation in post-test was classified as good criteria; students` accuracy 

classified as fair and good classification (table 6), students` fluency classified as good 

classification (table 7), and students` comprehensibility classified as good classification (table 8). 

The results of analysis of students’ speaking ability had gotten an increase and a confirmation 

that using pair work as an effective strategy to improve students` speaking ability. 

Discussion 

The discussion as an interpretation of the result of the data analysis and describes the 

students ability in speaking after applying the pair work strategy. This section deals with the 

discussion of using pair work strategy in speaking skill for junior high school students. It shows 

that there is an improvement for students’ speaking skill. The results show that in speaking skill, 

the three components in the pre-test such as accuracy, fluency, and comprehensibility describe 

the students’ speaking skill position. It is regarded that the average of speaking skill was 1.72 

indicates students’ skill classified as inadequate classification. Here, the students have inadequate 

knowledge how to communicate effectively in English. So, they needs treatment to make their 

skills improve; allowing students to communicate in English with their partner. 

In other hand, after giving a treatment that is using pair work strategy to communicate in 

English with their partner, students get improvement to their achievement (average score: 3.47), 
followed by the improvement of the speaking component. It is needed to know that among 

speaking components, fluency achievement that has a big difference of score. It indicates that 

pair work strategy not only for learning how to communicate in English, but also for learning to 

increase the eloquence of students in speaking English because they will be interact with others 

around the world. 

Based on the concept of speaking, there are some of linguistic elements and nonlinguistic 
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element of speaking. In linguistic elements there are vocabulary, pronunciation, accuracy, and 

fluently. And in nonlinguistic elements are concerned with some affective factors involve in 

speaking. Vocabulary is the first thing that we have to have in learning language. Vocabulary 

must be an important thing to be concerned. It should be mastered when a students need to 

develop his speaking ability. This statement is supported by Berlin in Hidayat (2008 : 16) stated, 

``Vocabulary is one of the significant components of learning. Vocabulary building is very 

important in any foreign language learning, not only because it has a close relationship with 

intellectual maturity of the learners but also because the fact that it can improve the four language 

skills of the students without grammar very little can be conveyed``. 

As well as pronunciation is also an important element of language to learn. 

Audiolingualism method argues that native like pronunciation is one of the most important 

aspects of language proficiency. Ueno (1994 : 18) reports in Brown and Nation (1997 : 18) ``The 

research of this issue is inconclusive.in a recent survey, almost half of the recent experiments on 

this subjects show improvement in students` production of target language sounds``. 

Besides, Accuracy is the ability to speak properly that is selecting the correct words and 

expressions to convey the intended meaning, as well as using the grammatical pattern of English 

(Nunan, 2005 : 5). Not only accuracy but also fluently that needed in improving the proficiency 

of speaking. This fluently focuses on the appropriate of students or learners in speaking. Fluency 

refers to the capacity to speak fluidly, confidently, and at rate consistent with the norms of the 

relevant native speech community (Nunan, 2005 : 20). The way in which we respond to students 

when they speak in a fluency activity will have a significant bearing not only on how well they 

perform at the time but also on how they behave in fluency activities in the future (Harmer, 1991 

: 20). 

The results can be generalized to recommend that using pair work can be used as an 

effective strategy to improve students’ speaking ability in junior high school level. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Speaking is one of main basic skills in learning English because it has an important role 

in human life. There has been many strategy to use in improving speaking skills but the writer 

believe that pair work strategy will provide students with adequate knowledge in mastering 

speaking as it gives students individual opportunities to practice and improve speaking skills. 

Furthermore, students have confident to speak and not worried about making mistake and error, 

then give them good model how to speak naturally in daily context and formal situation as well. 

In the future, their abilities will be a potential factor that can be used in the upper level of study. 
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